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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Beaufort, NC Accident Number: ERA22LA120

Date & Time: February 13, 2022, 14:02 Local Registration: N79NX

Aircraft: PILATUS AIRCRAFT LTD PC-12/47E Injuries: 8 Fatal

Flight Conducted 
Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On February 13, 2022, about 1402 eastern standard time, a Pilatus PC-12, N79NX, was 
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Beaufort, North Carolina. The commercial 
pilot, student pilot, and 6 passengers were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 
14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The airplane departed Pitt-Greenville Airport (PGV), Greenville, North Carolina, about 1235, 
and landed at Hyde County Airport (7W6), Engelhard, North Carolina, at 1255. Then, the 
airplane departed runway 29 from 7W6, about 1335. 

After departure, the pilot contacted air traffic control, reported they were going to level off at 
3,500 ft mean sea level (msl), and requested visual flight rules (VFR) flight following as well as 
an instrument flight rules (IFR) clearance into Michael J. Smith Field Airport (MRH), 
Beaufort, North Carolina. At 1338, the controller advised the pilot that nearby restricted 
airspace was active, and the pilot confirmed that they would remain clear of the airspace and 
fly to the east. At 1341, the controller called the pilot and indicated that they were about to 
enter the restricted airspace. After multiple calls with no response from the pilot, the controller 
instructed the military aircraft in the restricted airspace to remain above 4,000 ft msl. At 1349, 
the pilot called the controller and requested the RNAV approach to runway 26 but was denied 
the request because of the active restricted airspace. Furthermore, the controller queried the 
pilot as to why he did not respond to the earlier radio calls, and the pilot responded that he 
“was trying to get out” and was unable to receive the radio transmissions. The controller 
offered an approach to runway 8 or runway 3, and the pilot chose runway 8. 

At 1352, the controller reported that the restricted airspace was not active anymore and asked 
if the pilot wanted the RNAV approach to runway 26 instead. The pilot responded that he 
would appreciate that, and the controller cleared the pilot direct to CIGOR, the initial approach 
fix for the RNAV 26 approach. At 1355, the controller called the airplane and asked to verify if 
they were direct to CIGOR because the airplane was still on a southwesterly heading. The pilot 
responded “roger” and the controller said the airplane could proceed direct to CIGOR, to cross 
the waypoint at or above 1,900 ft msl and was cleared for the runway 26 RNAV approach. The 
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pilot read back the instructions correctly and then at 1358, the controller contacted the 
airplane and issued a heading to CIGOR, but then indicated the airplane was “correcting now.” 
At 1358:46, the controller called the pilot and issued the local altimeter setting because the 
airplane was at 1,700 ft msl and was supposed to maintain 1,900 ft msl. The pilot read back the 
altimeter setting correctly, and that was the last transmission from the airplane. 

At 1401, the controller called the airplane and asked what altitude it was at because the 
airplane was at 4,700 ft msl and climbing quickly. There was no response.  Radar contact was 
lost with the airplane at 1402 and an ALNOT was issued at 1429. Throughout the 
communication with air traffic control, there were no distress calls or a declaration of 
emergency from the airplane. 

Figure 1. Airplane flight track (yellow) overlayed with the heading to the initial approach fix 
(orange) and the destination extended runway centerline (blue).

The airplane impacted the Atlantic Ocean and was located by the US Coast Guard 3 miles 
offshore in about 60 ft of water. Dive crews recovered an ELT and a Light Data Recorder 
(LDR). The LDR was sent to the NTSB Recorders Laboratory for data download. 

According to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) airman records, the pilot held a 
commercial pilot certificate with ratings for airplane multiengine land, airplane single-engine 
land, and instrument airplane. In addition, he held a ground instructor certificate and held a 
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mechanic certificate for airframe and powerplant. His most recent second-class medical 
certificate was issued June 28, 2021. At that time, he reported 3,000 hours of flight experience.  

According to FAA airman records, the passenger seated in the right seat held a student pilot 
certificate. His most recent third-class medical certificate was issued on July 6, 2021, and at 
that time he reported 20 hours of flight experience. 

An examination of the wreckage is pending recovery. 

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: PILATUS AIRCRAFT LTD Registration: N79NX

Model/Series: PC-12/47E Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: IMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: MRH,8 ft msl Observation Time: 13:58 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 19 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 7°C /6°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 13 knots / 18 knots, 20°

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 900 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.93 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Engelhard, NC (7W6) Destination: Beaufort, NC (MRH)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 6 Fatal Aircraft Fire: Unknown

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 8 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

34.81355,-76.2871 
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Kemner, Heidi

Additional Participating Persons: Alexandra Grady; FAA/FSDO; Greensboro, NC
Les Doud; Hartzell Propellers; Piqua, OH
Nora Vallee; Transportation Safety Board of Canada; Gatineau, OF
Alexandre Gauthier; Pratt & Whitney Canada; Saint-Hubert, OF
Florian Reitz; Swiss Transportation Safety Investigation Board; Payerne, OF
Markus Kohler; Pilatus Aircraft, Ltd; Stans, OF

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.


